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Dear Members 
 

A nother Congress has come and gone, 
and it was an excellent event.  Chris 
Dannhauser and his team from the 

Limpopo Province, and especially Freyni,  
deserve our congratulations for putting on a great 
Congress.  From now on, the Administrator will 
be involved in all future Congresses, which 
ensures continuity and efficient management of 
the event. 

One concern that was raised at this 
Congress was the decline in participation of 
pasture scientists, as opposed to rangeland 
scientists.  Of course, the pasture science 
community in general has declined in numbers 
over the last decade or so, so it is not just 
something wrong with our Society.    The 
organisers of next years’ Congress, in 
Grahamstown, have been taking this issue quite 
seriously, and have been coming up with some 
innovative ideas to attract the pasture industry to 
the Congress.  Hopefully, this time next year we’ll 
have pasture professionals telling us what a great 
Congress it was.  In the meantime, keep those 
articles coming and let’s hear your views. 

 
Alan 

The Grassland Society of Southern Africa is dedicated 
to the advancement of the science and practice of 

range ecology and pasture management. 
 

We welcome any contributions to the Grassroots, in 
the form of news, informative articles, reports, short 
research notes, scientific papers and letters to the 

Editor. Email alan.short@dae.kzntl.gov.za or 
admin@gssa.co.za or fax 033-3559 605 or 033-

390 3113 

EditorialEditorial  
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An alien invasive grass, 
Glyceria maxima (see below), 
from Eurasia has been 
recently discovered in KZN, 
and it may be poised to 
become a considerable 
problem.  Thanks to all those 
that have had input so far: 
Lyn Fish for the ID and Prof 
Gordon-Gray, Kevin Kirkman, 
Christina Currie, Craig Morris 
and Mark Graham for useful 
information. 
1. It is known to be one of the 
most invasive grasses 
worldwide.  

Some key 
characteristics of the plant 
are as follows. 
2. It shows a preference for 
permanently flooded areas 
3. It is able to rapidly spread 
vegetatively into these 
suitable areas, where it forms 
a dense stand with a root mat 
4. It is able to out-compete 

indigenous sedges and 
grasses growing in these 
areas and greatly alters any 
aquatic environments into 
which it invades It seems to 
be a new arrival in KZN.  
Milton (2004) does not list it 
as present in South Africa 
and it is missing from 
herbarium records.  As far as 
I know it has been recorded 
in only 3 localities in South 
Africa, all in the Boston/ 
Bulwer/ Underberg area.  The 
first is off the Mpendle Rd 
between Boston and Bulwer 
(where I found it when 
surveying a wetland for the 
Maloti-Drakensberg Trans-
frontier project), the second is 
between Bulwer and 
Underberg and the third is 
just outside of Underberg. 

I suspect that it could 
increase greatly in 
abundance in the general 

area as well a spreading in its 
range. 

I think it is a priority to 
carry out the following: 
1. Survey its distribution and 
extent, particularly in the 
Boston to Underberg area. 
2. Research on its ecology 
and means of control 
3. Develop a plan of action in 
collaboration with relevant 
stakeholders. 

But where we take it 
from here I am not sure.  
Suggestions? 
 
References 
Milton  S, 2004.  Grasses as 
invasive alien plants in South 
Africa. South African Journal 
of Science 100: 69-75. 

More info from: 
www.publish.csiro.au/paper/
MF04043.htm  

Donovan Kotze 

LettersLetters  
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NewsNews  
Prof Hennie Snyman (left) 
and Ms Minette van der 
Lingen 
 
Ms van der Lingen received 
the GSSA award for out-
standing academic achieve-
ment, for the best B Sc. Agric 
final year student in Grass-
land Science with best con-
tinuous performance during 
all the years of study with an 
average of at least 70%. She 
is currently enrolled as a B 
Sc. Honours' student at the 
University of the Free State. 

The International Food 
Policy Research Institute 
(IFPRI) Virtual Learning 
Room is now launching a 
global e-learning program 
designed to provide free 
e-learning opportunities 
for professionals around 
the world.  

The course: How to 
Communicate Scientific 
Research (October 1, 
2006 to January 31, 2007) 
is designed for profession-
als interested in improving 
their skills in scientific 
communication. It com-

prises 3 modules, as fol-
lows: 
1) How to write good re-
search reports  
2) How to increase your 
chances of getting a re-
search paper published  
3) How to make good oral 
presentation 

Before signing up for 
these courses, you need 
to be sure that you will 
have the time, energy and 
equipment available to 
take advantage of them. 
Each course will only be 

online for the given four 
month period, and you will 
be expected to complete 
each module within a 
month. Practice questions 
will be made available at 
the end of each month, 
and you need to be ready 
to take them, and review 
additional information at 
that time, to get the full 
benefit from the course. 

In order to register, 
please go to the IFPRI 
Virtual Learning Room: 
http://learning.ifpri.org/ 

New course: How to Communicate Scientific 
Research 
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The GSSA shared a 
stand with the South 
African Society of Ani-
mal Scientists at the 
Vula careers expo for 
children from previ-
ously disadvantaged 
schools, hosted annu-
ally by the Vula Out-
reach Programme.  
This programme is a 
social upliftment pro-
gramme of Hilton Col-
lege in the KZN Mid-
lands.  The focus of the 
day was on careers in 
the sciences, and there 

were many differ-
ent industries compet-
ing for the learners’ 
attention.  The hall was 
packed with children, 
who left after the event 
with a clearer idea of 
the wide range of pos-
sibilities available for 
those with a dream and 
a scientific bent. 

Left to right: standing: Alan Short, 
Doreen Ndlovu, Hannes de 
Villiers;  
Sitting: Nicky Findlay, Marian 
Young, Bianca Theeruth, Martina 
Moore 

Vula careers expo at Hilton College 

Competition—
Slogan for GSSA 

Calling all creative 
types—the GSSA is run-
ning a competition for 
members to come up 
with a byline/slogan for 
the GSSA to help us 
describe ourselves to the 
world (unfortunately “Just 
Do It” was already 
taken).  Make it short, 
catchy and informative; 
let your imagination run 
wild, and we’ll publish 
the best (and most origi-
nal) in the Grassroots.  

Nicky Findlay 

Nicky Findlay 
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Upcoming events 
From www.gssa.co.za 

68th Conference of the New Zealand 
Grassland Association 
Date: 14 - 16 November 2006 
Venue: Otago University, Dunedin, New 
Zealand  
Website: www.grassland.org.nz/
authorguidelines.php 

Society-in-Science - African Forum 
Date: 5 - 7 December 2006 
Venue: Nelson Mandela Metropolitan 
University, Port Elizabeth, South Africa  
Contact: ascc@saasta.ac.za  

21st Annual Conference of the Society 
for Conservation Biology 
Date: 1 – 5 July 2007 
Venue: Nelson Mandela Metropolitan 
University, Port Elizabeth  
Website: www.conbio.org/2007 

Global Spatial Data Infrastructure-9 
Conference: Spatial Data - Tool for 
Reducing Poverty 
Date: 6 - 10 November 2006 
Venue: Santiago, Chile  
Deadlines: Deadlines for submitting 
papers have expired 
Contact: Harlan Onsrud, President 
GSDI Association: onsrud@gsdi.org  
Website: www.ign.cl/gsdi9/  

The sixth extinction - conserving 
zoological biodiversity: 33rd meeting 
of the Zoological Society of Southern 
Africa  
Date: 8 - 11 July 2007 
Venue: North-West University, 

Potchefstroom  
Website: www.natural-events.com/
ZSSA/  

Grasslands Partner's Conference  
Date: 22 - 24 November 2006 
Venue: Biodiversity Centre, SANBI, 
Pretoria 
Contact: Florence Nazare 
nazare@sanbi.org  

Congress of African Scientists and 
Policymakers  
Deadline for Registrations: 30 
September 2006 
Date: 27 - 29 October 2006 
Venue: Alexandria, Eqypt 
Contact: hambanim@africa-union.org  

Deserts and desertification 
conference  
Date: 30 October - 1 November 2006 
Venue: Sebha, Libya 
Contact: saharaconf@sebhau.edu.ly  

The 5th KNP Science Networking 
Meeting 
Deadline for registrations: 16 February 
2007 
Deadline for submission of abstracts: 
2 March 2007 
Date: 16 - 20 April 2007 
Venue: Skukuza Goldfields Auditorium, 
Kruger National Park 
Contact: Jackey Deacon 
dot@mpu.co.za  
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The Council met on 17 
July 2006 at Congress 41 
at Kelin Kariba near 
Bela-Bela.  The Society 
AGM was also held at 
the Congress. 

There is a need to in-
form the senior manag-
ers of government de-
partments of GSSA 
events, as many of 
them are not aware of 
the GSSA and its objec-
tives.  Emails will be 
sent to senior manag-
ers as well as to our 
usual mailing list. 

Chris Dannhauser has 
suggested that the pro-
posed award for most 
improved farmer (see  
Council News, April 
2006), be named in hon-
our of Rob Drewes (of 
Venter-Drewes system 
fame), who did a lot of 
work among emerging 
farmers. 

The GSSA is now VAT 
registered,  which 
means that member-
ship fees will have to 
increase by at least 
14% to cover the VAT. 

Pete Scogings, the Jour-
nal Editor, cited a survey 
that placed the Journal in 
the top twenty by impact 
in southern Africa (out of 

Council News 

255 journals), and the top 
50 by citations. 

The new President, 
Mark Hardy, has sought 
a legal opinion on the 
contract between the 
Society and NISC, the 
publishers of the Jour-
nal. Mark will maintain 
friendly relations with 
NISC, but will make 
clear the legal interpre-
tation of the contract, 
which appears to state 
that the Society should 
retain its intellectual 
property rights over the 
Journal and its con-
tents. 

The GSSA awards for 
best student in a Range 
and Forage Related dis-
cipline were awarded to: 
Tim Kleu (Cedara Range 
Management); M van der 
Lingen (4th year, Univ. of 
the Free State); Clement 
Cupido (MSc. Univ. of 
Stellenbosh); Mike Peel 
(PhD, Univ. of KZN); 
Mahlodi Tau (MSc, 
UKZN); and D Katha-
waroo (MSc, Wits) 

The financial status of 
the Society was 
summed up by Justin 
du Toit.  The Society 
needs to be extremely 
disciplined in order to 

survive the next few 
years.  A large payment 
from the annual Con-
gress will from now on 
be built into the Con-
gress budget.  Govern-
ment departments will 
also be approached for 
substantial sponsor-
ship, as it emerged that 
the Limpopo Depart-
ment of Agriculture had 
been expecting a re-
quest for far more 
money than the Society 
asked of them for Con-
gress 41. 

New council member s 
were elected at the AGM. 
They are: Lorraine van 
den Berg (Secretary), 
K h a n y e  M b a t h a 
(Additional Member—
Editorial Assistant); Jorrie 
Jordaan and Susi Vetter 
(Additional Members).  
Other posts that were 
filled with existing Council 
members are: President: 
Mark Hardy; Vice-
President: Rina Grant; 
Treasurer: Justin du Toit; 
PRO: Luthando Dziba. 

 


